Queer Theory 
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Two:
Introduction to Theory

“Oh, that happened because…”

Introduction

The main purpose of these pages is to provide an outline of discussion for class purposes.  Each set of notes is organized around three basic themes:

I.
A brief overview of the subject matter.

II.
An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.

III.
A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

I. A brief overview of the subject matter.

-Review of readings

· “Heuristics for Studying Theory” by Vincent Leitch

· “The Pedagogy of the Depressed: Feminism, Poststructuralism, and Pedagogical Practice” by Laurie Finke
-Focus of discussion:

This section will review the concept of theory and closely exam the theories most important and influential to queer theory.  Therefor we will review or be introduced to Lacanian Theory, Structuralism (c.1965-c.1980), and Poststructuralism (1980--??).   

-Note:


This section may be dense, but the student should finish it with an overall grasp of the subject matter.  It will be enough to place queer in the context of theory.

II. An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.


-What is theory?


(Being by listing ideas on the board or on a sheet of paper)

-Definitions from the OED:


3. A conception or mental scheme of something to be done, or of the method

of doing it; a systematic statement of rules or principles to be followed.

4. a. A scheme or system of ideas or statements held as an explanation or account of a group of facts or phenomena; a hypothesis that has been confirmed or established by observation or experiment, and is propounded or accepted as accounting for the known facts; a statement of what are held to be the general laws, principles, or causes of something known or observed.

b. That department of an art or technical subject which consists in the knowledge or statement of the facts on which it depends, or of its principles or methods, as distinguished from the practice of it.

5. In the abstract (without article): Systematic conception or statement of the principles of something; abstract knowledge, or the formulation of it: often used as implying more or less unsupported hypothesis (cf. 6): distinguished from or opposed to practice (cf. 4b). in theory (formerly in the theory): according to theory, theoretically (opp. to in practice or in fact).

6. In loose or general sense: A hypothesis proposed as an explanation; hence, a mere hypothesis, speculation, conjecture; an idea or set of ideas about something; an individual view or notion. Cf. 4.


A theory seems to be a proposed explanation for a hard to grasp idea/concept.  We propose theories each day; however, some are more profound than others are.  A theory is not a set answer to an issue; it is one of many ideas.

III. A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

-“Heuristics for Studying Theory”


This article will serve as the foundation for understanding how to study theory.  A review of the concepts should occur, but should tie into the supporting article Pedagogy of the Depressed.


-“Pedagogy of the Depressed”


This article should be used as a tool of interpretation.  Using the concepts put forth in the Heuristics for Studying Theory article, the discussions should highlight how those concepts are used in the Pedagogy article.

-Lacanian Theory


The French psychoanalyst, Lacan, reworked Freud, using Saussurean linguistics to explain the structuring of the mind and its insertion into society.  Lacan took Freud from a literal level of identification to a metaphorical level of interpretation.  This shift in interpretation was fundamental to many feminist theorists who were then able to look at constructs of power along the lines of cultural interpretation and not biological difference.


-Lacanian Concepts

· Language precedes and determines subjectivity.
· Language is not a function of our identities and desires so much as our identities and desires are functions of language.
· Language genders our identities. This is one of our first losses: a fall from androgynous wholeness into sexual difference ("it's a boy!").
· Lacan's mirror stage is best understood as a metaphor for subjectivity.
· The mirror stage creates the division between the whole person who we see in the mirror and the fractured person we are. This gap between a person "broken up into little pieces" and our united Ego-Ideal is a gap of uncertainty and displeasure where we are both subject and object.

· So we are constantly on a search to fill this gap to find the delight of being whole (the notion of desire).

· Our “desire” for wholeness can never truly be satisfied.


-Note


It is important to discuss these basic Lacanian concepts in order to tie much of the text reading for this section together.
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