Queer Theory 

Queer Theory                                      

Three:
Notions of Queer

“That’s a queer looking…”

Introduction

The main purpose of these pages is to provide an outline of discussion for class purposes.  Each set of notes is organized around three basic themes:

I.
A brief overview of the subject matter.

II.
An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.

III.
A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

I. A brief overview of the subject matter.

-Review of readings:

· "Gosh, Boy George, you must be awfully secure in your masculinity!" by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick

-Focus of discussion:


How did we get to queer?  What exactly is queer?  These are the main questions that should be focused on in this section.  The idea of “queerying” (questioning) cultural values and ideas should be touched on and will help in the following section on Poststructuralism.


-Note:


It is more than obvious that notions of sexuality will come up in this section, however, the main focus should not be solely on sexuality.

II. An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.


-What is queer?
-Definitions from the OED:

1. a. Strange, odd, peculiar, eccentric, in appearance or character. Also, of questionable character, suspicious, dubious. queer fellow, an eccentric person; also used, esp. in Ireland and in nautical contexts, with varying contextual connotations.

b. Of a person (usu. a man): homosexual. Also in phr. as queer as a coot (cf. COOT n.1 2b). Hence, of things: pertaining to homosexuals or homosexuality. orig. U.S.
c. In U.S. colloq. phr. to be queer for (someone or something): to be fond of or ‘keen on’; to be in love with.


Today, as in years past, the term “queer” is used to identify homosexuals and those who chose not be classified by the common sexual orientation categories of heterosexual and homosexual.  In years past the term queer was commonly used in a derogatory manner in relation to homosexuals.  However, with the emergence of Queer Theory—notions of—into popular culture, the term is being re-claimed as a term of empowerment for those within the non-heterosexual community.

III. A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

- "Gosh, Boy George, you must be awfully secure in your masculinity!" 


With this article the discussion should question notions of gender.  What does it mean to be masculine or feminine?  Can a heterosexual male be feminine?  Are all lesbian women only masculine?
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