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Four:
Poststructuralism

“We can rebuild…faster, stronger, harder…”

Introduction

The main purpose of these pages is to provide an outline of discussion for class purposes.  Each set of notes is organized around three basic themes:

I.
A brief overview of the subject matter.

II.
An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.

III.
A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

I. A brief overview of the subject matter.

-Review of readings:

· “Madonna's Revenge” by Annalee Newitz 

-Focus of discussion:

The discussion will focus on structuralism and poststructuralism and the methods used within these theories to explain our social constructs of self, identity, and by association gender.  We return to this section of theory for a more in-depth look at postrstructuralism after looking at “Notions of Queer.” We do this in order to see how poststrucutralism helped shaped notions of queer.


-Note:


An instructor may chose to put this section before the section on “Notions of Queer.”  However, it is highly likely that the students will want to spend more time looking at these theories after they discuss notions of queer.

II. An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.


-Modernism/Postmodernism:


Modernism is a term most often used in literary and art context to refer to an experimental, avant-garde style prevalent between World War I and World War II.  Modernism expresses the tendency or movement towards modifying traditional beliefs and doctrines in accordance with the findings of modern criticism and research.  However, these changes were still based on a patriarchal system that emphasised hetero- ideals.  Postmodernism considered not only changes in artistic style and literature, but also the extent to which society itself had changed in relation to patriarchy.  Then in turn the way culture would reflect the changes.


-Structuralism/Poststructuralism:


Structuralsim is can be see as theories or methods of analysis concerned with the structure or form of human society or social life.  This idea is based on much of the work done by French anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss (b. 1908).

Poststructuralism is an extension and critique of structuralism, especially as used in critical textual analysis, which rejects structuralist claims to objectivity and comprehensiveness, typically emphasizing instead the instability and plurality of meaning, and frequently using the techniques of deconstruction to reveal unquestioned assumptions and inconsistencies in literary and philosophical language.


-Deconstruction:


A strategy of critical analysis associated with the French philosopher Jacques Derrida (b. 1930), directed towards exposing unquestioned metaphysical assumptions and internal contradictions in philosophical and literary language.

III. A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

-“Madonna’s Revenge”:


This article creates a bridge into Section II pulling together the ideas of postmodernism, poststructuralism, and sexuality.  The view of Madonna as a cultural symbol of postmodernism will enable the student to place the work done so far in a context they may be familiar with.  Interesting to note that over time the use of this article may become obsolete as generations find new “pop” icons.


-Structuralism:

· All elements of human culture may be understood as parts of a system of signs.


-Poststructuralism:

· Access to the post-structuralist theorization of identity as provisional and contingent, coupled with a growing awareness of the limitations of identity categories in terms of political representation, enabled queer to emerge as a new form of personal identification and political organization. (Jagose, 79-78)

-Deconstruction:
· Deconstruction, partly in response to structuralism and formalism, posits the undecidability of meaning for all texts (the body as text).  In fact, as the deconstructionist critic J. Hills Miller points out, “deconstruction is not a dismantling of the structure of a text but demonstration that it has already dismantled itself.”
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