Queer Theory 

Queer Theory                                      

Six: Queer Within the Community: A look at the Queer Homosexual

“I am a queer homosexual, you ‘gotta’ love me!”

Introduction

The main purpose of these pages is to provide an outline of discussion for class purposes.  Each set of notes is organized around three basic themes:

I.
A brief overview of the subject matter.

II.
An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.

III.
A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

I. A brief overview of the subject matter.

-Review of reading:

· “Lesbian Feminism and Queer Theory” by Amy Goodloe

-Focus of discussion:


This section will look at how one can be queer and other (sexual attraction identification categories) at the same time.  It should also highlight the ways in which these categories sometimes conflict in the political realm. 


-Note:


Queer is not meant to be a category of sexual identification, however it is used more frequently as a political statement.

II. An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.


-Queer as political:

· Today we can all be queer and gay, queer and straight, queer and…

· The idea behind queer as political is deeply rooted in post-structuralist thought

· To be queer to is question the structures already existent in society

III. A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

-Lesbian Feminism and Queer Theory:

· In what way(s) does “identity politics” become central to the queer self-understanding?

· In relation to past political movements (gay movement, feminist movement, and lesbian movement) does the queer movement seem to exclude different sects of society?

· How would a queer heterosexual fit into a group with a queer homosexual?  Would these two groups have the same goals?

-Note:

What should be shown here is the complexity of creating groupings.  This in essence is the idea of queerying society’s need to box, group, and classify.
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