Queer Theory 

Queer Theory                                      

Eight:
Queering Academia

“You can’t do that in the classroom, can you?”

Introduction

The main purpose of these pages is to provide an outline of discussion for class purposes.  Each set of notes is organized around three basic themes:

I.
A brief overview of the subject matter.

II.
An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.

III.
A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

I. A brief overview of the subject matter.

-Review of reading:

· “Sex Debates” by Judith Halberstam

-Focus of discussion:


This section will look at the intersection of sexuality and understanding within the classroom.  How we have learned about sexuality and how we continue to teach it in a gendered or non-gendered way.  If queer theory has now become a part of academic discourse does this mean that academia has become queer?


-Note:


Try not to focus on schools of thought, as it is the focus of the next section.

II. An outline of the “basic principles” regarding the subject matter.


-What is academia?

· A place where the arts and sciences are taught; an institution for the study of higher learning; in the general sense including a university, but in popular usage restricted to an educational institution claiming to hold a rank between a university or college and a school. In England the word has been abused, and is now in discredit in this sense. Since the 18th cent. (chiefly Sc.), an institution of higher secondary education; more recently in Scotland, applied to many state secondary schools.

· A place of training in some special art, as a Riding Academy, the Royal Military Academy, etc

· A society or institution for the cultivation and promotion of literature, of arts and sciences, or of some particular art or science, as the French Academy, the Imperial Academy of St. Petersburg, the Royal Academy of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture, which latter is commonly called in England ‘the Academy.’ Familiarly the name is extended to the Annual exhibition of the Society.

III. A brief evaluation of the subject matter.

-Sex Debates:

· Is acadmia a queer institution?

· How do we set up queer theory as a separate entity from gay and lesbian studies?  Or should we even try to do this?

· How do we discuss sexuality of gays and lesbians within the classroom?

This section will review the scope of our learning in the class thus far.  It will take into account why the study of sexuality has come to where it is in academia.  It will give the students the chance to recall the foundations of theory, the development of self identification in terms of sexuality, and the idea of queer as political as well as a means of personal identification.

-Note:

In this case it is important to follow a progression much like Halbertson’s from the history of sexuality to how it should be taught in the academic setting (queer studies).
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